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MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 
for the 


YEAR 1967 


Including the Report of the Senior Public Health Inspector 
(Mr. G.S. Sennitt, F.A.P.H.I., M.IP.HE., A.R.S.H.) 


Dry oy MoD, Hanley, LR.C.P.', L.R.CLS., LR.F.P., & S., DeP.H. 
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Offices: Priory Road, Downham Market. 


MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH, WATER AND GENERAL 
PURPOSES COMMITTEE: = 


Chairman: Mr. GE. Garfoot 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. Jo. Kellingray 


Mr. A.B. Bailey Mr. J.H. Johnson 
Mr. wm... Bentley Mrs. E.M. Neville 
Mr. A.J. Blott Mr. J. Nourse 

Mr. GJ. Caley Mr. R.H. Payne 
Mr. WA. Carley Miss G, Peat 

Mr. AK. Dewing Mr. E.R.M. Pratt 
Mr. A. Fox Mr. HG. Teverson 
Me. A.J. Hawkins Mr. J.W. Turrell 
Mr. A. Hipperson . Mr. J.R. Waterfall 
Mr. FW. Hyam Mr. RR. Wilde 


The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council are ex=- 


officio members of the Committee, 


Public Health Officers of the Local Authority 
Medical Officer of Health:- 


DRe J. McD. HANLSY, L.R.C.P., LeRCS., LR FP, & So, DF. 
Local Health Office, The Howdale, Dowmham Market. 
Tel. Downham Market 3241. 
also holds appointments of:- 


Assistant County Medical Officer of Health. 

School Medical Officer. 

Medical Officer of Health, Downham Urban District Council. 
Medical Officer of Health, Marshland Rural District Council. 


Senior Public Health Inspector:- 


G.S. SENNITT, F.A.P.H.I., M.I.P.H.E., A.R.S.H. 
Tel. Downham Market 3287. Residence D.M. 336). 


Additional Public Health Inspectors:- 
D.R. FORD, M.A.P.H.I., M.R.S.H. (until 31.3.67) 
J.G.We- HURST, CERT. S.1.B. 
K, STEELE, M.A.P.H.I. (from 1.5.67) 
Clerk to the Health Department:- 
MISS S. COX. 
Pupil Public Health Inspector:- 
R.E. HANLON. (Left 31.12.67). 
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DOWNHAM RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Mr. Chairman and liembers of the Public Health Committee, 


I have the honour to present my report fer the year ending December 
31st 1967. 


Births There were 429 live births, 
The corrected birth rate was 17635. 
Deaths There were 195 deaths, 


The corrected death rate was 9.1. 


Births and Deaths accorded to your area in the last five years are 
shown in the table below: - 
Births Deaths 


1963 dd.5 195 
1964. 1,83 204, 
1965 479 221 
1966 415 216 
1967 1.29 le) 


County Health Service 


Shown below are figures for immunisations carried out by general 
practitioners and local authority staff in my area during 1967. 


smallpox Vaccination 


Primary vaccination Total Revaccination Total 
Ler 5 5 ~ 15 | ee ers 5.15 33 
p 296 33 | 6 San | 

Tetanus 

Primary courses Total Reinforcing Doses Total 
f if : 
| Unter 8 8-15 | 716 | Under8 8-15 | 1297 | 
t } ( 5 | 
674 15 | 797 500 __| : 


Whooping Cough 


Primary Courses Total Reinforcing Doses Total 
i Under 8 8-15 | 623 | Under 8 8-15 ae | 
pe i 
619 - | 306 9 
: i t t \ 
Diphtheria 
Primary. Courses Total Reinforcing Doses Total 


690 | Under 8 e415 | 1216 | 
| |e a 


Poliomyelitis 
Primary Courses Total Reinforcing Doses Total 


i 
i 
i 


5 Under 8 B= 45 1 652 
: 572 80 | | 


B.C.G. Vaccination 


Citas | ~~ | 
preliminary skin Number j{ Number referred 1 
test vaccinated ! for chest X-ra | 
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The past year has been one of quiet consolidation in school 
and community health, 


Health education was continued in schools, and I and my staff 
lectured to interested clubs and organisations in our area, We 
dealt with sex education, mental health, cancer education, general 
hygiene and mothercraft, 


During the year there was a short sharp outbreak of virus 
enteritis which was quickly controlled without recurrence, 


The Mass Miniature Radiography Unit again reported a very 
satisfactory result to their visit here, showing that this comunity 
is markedly free from infection, 


I would like to record my appreciation for the assistance and 
support I have had during the year from the Clerk, Public Health 
Inspectors and members of the Local Health Office Staff, 


J. McD. Hanley, 
Medical Officer of Health, 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2017 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o29690791 
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Infant Mortality Rates 
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SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS - 1967 
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Popiietton. Toe, (Census) vyeee eed eed SUC weve ducers 
Hsvimaned Sapulatsom, 1967 ceceucsvsevsessciesececuses 
Estimated number of separate Dwellirgs 
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Estimated Rateable Value at 1st April, 1967 cceccoeess 
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Section B. 


1, GENERAL MEDICAL SERVICES. 


Norfolk Executive Council, Horse Fair House, 17, St. Faith's Lane, Norwich. 
Clerk: F.H, Adams, Esq, 


2. BAST ANGLIAN HGGIONAL HOSPITAL BOARD 


Senior Administrative Medical Officer: DR.J.B.BWEN, M.D., D.P.H 
Croft-Holme, 117, Chesterton Road, Cambridge. 


(a) General 
(i) Norfolk and Norwich Hospital, Norwich, 
a West Norfolk and King's Lynn Hospital, King's Lynn, 
(iii) Jenny Lind Hospital, Norwich, 
(iv) St. James' Hospital, King's Lynn (for chronic sick) 
(v) The Howdale Home, Downham Market. 


(b) Maternity 
(i) West Norfolk and King's Lynn Hospital (Maternity Unit). 
(ii) Addenbrooke's Hospital, Cambridge, 
(iii) Bowthorpe Maternity Hospital, Wisbech, 


(c) Infectious 

(i) County Isolation Hospital, East Dereham, 
a Isolation Hospital, King's Lynn, 
(iii) Isolation Hospital, Bowthorpe Road, Norwich, 


(d) Sanatoria 
(i) Kelling Sanatorium, Holt. 


(e) Mental 
i) St. Andrew's, Norwich, 
(ii) Hellesdon Hospital, Norwich, 
(iii) Little Plumstead, Norwich, 


3. MATERNITY SERVICES 
(a) District Nurses (showing Parishes and Villages served) :- 


Nurse Fox, Downham Market, 
(Denver, Downham Market (excluding Salter's Lode and Stome Cross 
Estate), Dovmham West), 


Nurse Waite, The Homestead, Brookville, Methwold. 
(Feltwell, Hockwold, RAF. Feltwell). 


Nurse Purdie, 29, lm Place, Gooderstone, 
(Barton Bendish), 


Nurse Hunns, Stoke Ferry Road, Methwold, Thetford. 
(Methwold (including Wissington), Northwold, 


Nurse Smith, Nurse's Cottage, Stow, King's Lynn, 
(Wimbotsham, Stow, Wormegay, South Runcton (including Holme 
and Wallington with Thorpland), Stone Cross Estate, Barroway 
Drove). 


Nurse Horton, College Farm, Sluice Road, Denver, 


(Nordelph, Welney (including Tipsend), Salter's Lode (part Downham 
Market). 


Nurse Harris, Nurse's House, Buckenham Drive, Stoke Ferry. 
(Stoke Ferry, Marham and R.A.F. Marham). 


Nurse Browne, Ploughcroft, Mill Road, Watlington, 
(Wiggenhall St, Mary the Virgin, Wiggenhall St, Germans (including 
St. Peters), Wiggenhall St. Mary Magdalen, Watlington, Tottenhill, 
Tilney-cum-Islington (part Tilney St. Lawrence)). 


Nurse P,A, Tuck, Nurse's House, Hilgay, 
ae Southery, Hilgay (including Ten Mile Bank), Ryston 
including Bexwell and Ryston), 
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Nurse Williams, 2, Queen's Close, Wereham, 
(Crimplesham, West Dereham, Wereham, Boughton, Wretton, 
Fincham, Shouldham Thorpe, Shouldham, Stradsett). 


Nurse Greensitt, 10, Chapel Lane, West Winch, (Setch), 


(b) Maternity 
Beds in Regional Hospital Board Establishments, 


4. AMBULANCE AND HOSPITAL CAR SERVICES 


This is a County Council function and is controlled by the Joint 
Ambulance Committee, 


The Downham Rural Area is jointly served by the Downham ilarket 
(Tel, Downham Market 2212), King's Lynn (Tel, King's Lynn 2721) and Thetford 
(Tel, Thetford 2194) Ambulances, Infectious Disease cases are conveyed 
by East Dereham and King's Lynn Infectious Disease Ambulances, 


The Hospital Car Service is administered from the Local Health 
Office, 15, Nelson Street, King's Iynn, (Tel, King's Lynn 3503 and 3910), 


5. RED CROSS AND SI. JOHN MEDICAL LOAN DEPOTS 


(a) Wiggenhall St. Germans - Mrs, Allen, The Chestnuts, St. Germans, 
(b) Marham - Mrs, Banwell, Kismet, Marham, 
(c) Downham Market - Mrs. I, Burbeck, Tel. Downham Market 2277, 


6. COUNTY MEDICAL SERVICES 


(a) Infant Welfare Centres, 


(i) Downham Market, 
(ii) Wimbotsham, 
(iii) RAF. liarham, 


The Assistant County iiedical Officer of Health attends at the above 
Sessions, 


In addition, Village Infant Welfare Centres are held monthly at the 
following villages - Methvold, Northwold, Southery, Shouldham, Wereham, 
Marham, Feltwell and Watlington, 


(b) Home Help Service. 


The County Home Help Scheme is doing excelient work and Home Helps are 
available for most parishes and villages, 


7. VENEREAL DISHASH CLINIC 


West Norfolk and King's Iynn Hospital, 
Males: Tuesday 5.30 p.m -—- 7 poem Fri. 4 pom - 5.50 p.m 
Females and Children; Tuesday 3 p.m-5 pm Fri. 3 pom - + pom 


8. DISINFECTION AND DISINFESTAT ION 


Treatment of premises and articles is carried out by the Senior 
Public Health Inspector's Staff, : 


9. LABORATORY SERVICES 


(a) Public Health Laboratory, Bowthorpe Road, Norwich, 
Under the direction of Dr, I.ii. Dowsett. 

(b) Public Analyst, Dr. Eric Wood, Ph,D., A.R.C.S., 
F.R.I.C., Clarence House, 6, Clarence Road, Norwich, 

(c) Public Health Laboratory, Tennis Court Road, Cambridge. 
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Table No.l. 
SECTION C. 


STATISTICAL TABLES, 1967 


Causes of Death. 


Causes of Death Male Female Total 

10. Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach sesiscssicee 5 1. 6 
11. Malignant Neoplasm, Lung, Bronchus eee. 6 2 8 
12. Malignant Neoplasm, Breast eecscceccccece = 2 2 
14. Other Malignant and Lymphatic Neoplasms 7 6 23 
17. Vascular Lesions of Nervous System ..... Ill 13 2h. 
18. Coronary Disease, Angina cecsscccccesese 28 16 Lp 
19. Hypertension with Heart Disease ...cccee 5) 2 4 
20. Other" Heart’ DISsase "Si ie estes s Sues e ee te” 15 10 25 
2s Other Cireukatory Disease ...<ecccsaces's 6 6 12 
CoE OCMOMLD avivcuvc asa ese se nae any ee yeese ? 5 Ly 
Z2h« BYONCHITIS sesucscccsewserecsoneceerasvee un 3 7 
27. Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea ee... a 1 2 
Cae HyOErD Last a Of FOSGATE ssevecesnsevseve ul = 1 
32. Other Defined and Ill-Defined Diseases . 6 8 14. 
555 Voter Yehicle AGCLAENtS siesssusvceseses Bi 2 5 
Sie IROL REPLACCIGENES <wepecbscinesdersaawe = Z 2 
550 SULCIGE wecccccccccsccvscecccseeneccsone 2 = 2 

MeGeal All Causes scssse« 11/7 78 195 
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Table No.2. 


NOTIFIABLH DISEASES - 1967 


Notification in Age Groups 
MEASLES P | 19 ae es 


62 
BOONTA sou EEE 
WHOOPING COUGH 


Ee Soba 


Deaths 


FOOD POISONING 


TOTALS 3 14 (14 21/15 63 


INFECTIVE JAUNDICE, OPTHALIMZA NEONATORUM, NON-PARA POLIO, DYSENTERY, MENINGITIS, 
ENCEPHALITIS, DIPHTHERIA, PUERPERAL PYREXTA, SCARLET FEVER. 


No cases recorded. 
Table Nowe = 


MONTHLY INCIDENCE OF NOTIFIABLE DISEASES - 196 
Other than Tuberculosis 


ne 


A ne 


DISEASE Jen.| Feb. [ure Apr. May June July | Aug. | Sept. Octe tees || pec. | roten 


eee i ee Se es ee 


Ges cs ee a as 
mam PPR EE nce 


WHOOPING — 
CCUGH 
= REE 


FOOD = 2 
POISONING 
TOTALS me 2 | ek | 20150 | 20 | as ait 15 | 8 . oe 4 2 


INFECTIVE JAUNDICE, OPTHALMIA NEONATORUM, NON-PARA POLIO, DYSENTERY, MENINGITIS, 
ENCEPHALITIS, DIPHTHERIA, PUERPERAL PYREXIA, SCARLET FEVER. 


No cases recordede 


NEW CASES OF TUBERCULOSIS - 1967 
1 male age 25-34 - Respiratory. 
n 


2 males age 35-l) - 
1 male age 65-74 - " 


There were no deaths from the disease. 
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Section D 


Report of the Senior Public Health Inspector 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


A report of the work of the Council in the sphere of 
environmental health during 1967 follows. ir. Hurst continued to 
deal mainly with routine work in the northern part of the district, 
whilst Mr. Ford and later Mr. Steele, with the southern part. Mr. 
Hanlon, the student Inspector, left at the end of the year as he felt 
unable to continue his studies and the Council agreed that the 
appointment of another student should be considered. 


The canpletion of the Denver and Hilsay Sewerage Schemes 
Will give considerable impetus to housing and sanitary improvements 
in that area, although the financial situation generally is naturally 
a brake on progress. It is hoped that somehow the other sewerage 
schemes in preparation will be allowed to go ahead quickly. In 
particular, the provision of arrangements at the No.5 area plant at 
Magdalen for the disposal of cesspool contents is considered of the 
utmost importance. 


The investigation of the complaints arising from the smell 
emanating from the chimney stack of the fertiliser factory at Methwold 
took up a considerable amount of staff and members' time throughout the 
year, but at the end of the year the problem was still unsolved. 


The completion of the modernisation programme for all the 
Council's pre-war houses was noteworthy. 


Intimation was received from the Ministry that the clearance 
of unfit property would be considered of prime importance in the next 
few years, and the allocation of dwellings in new building programmes 
would be geared to this. hays to strengthen and improve the powers of 
Local Authorities to secure repairs and improvements were being examined. 


I thank the Council and my colleagues for information, continued 
support and understanding. 
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Summary of Visits 


Water Supply eer cccccccrcecccaeesserssveeesesacces 15 
Drainage ee eee PT er ere eer Ty 1364 
Refuse Collection and Disposal CoP ee eee eeroecsreers 218 
Rodent Control ecocescccccecccsrnecescscesssocessees 2 
Rimospherie Polluti Oren. .ssdebeesysbviacidtedesssa “156 
Petroleum @eexseeeeeeeooe eo eoeseevseeneeseovneeeeeosevnesvneeeeens 38 
Moveable Dwellings Eee OO EEE eee eee ee era 53 


Factories BOOKS HESREOHOE HOHE OCH OSE HOS OHE DEER OOOOH OEE OES 8 
Housing pralalaluletelsinteleisiniers\ialovsvalaleve(eeieleleial erurbiel ue! b\wib.e e's: 6.618 1536 
Piggeries COSC MOOS OL ECO TEREST OCLC ELE OO EES EHH EHEC EEES 5 


Street Naming and Numbering cccccccccccccscccccvecs Akl 
Animal Boarding Establishments cesscoccsccccccesece LO 
Snomcusad OfftGes ACh .essebeccsmchocaibecoscnseede 36 
Schools COC HC CHEC SOL EOLOHR ECS OET OSC EHREHOHHHOHHHH HEHEHE HOESD 1 
Infectious Disease sescoscbincccesecdvinceseovendsce 1h 
Miscellaneous Sanitary ViSSES cewnenbeseadvebocoaban 280 


Fishmongers and Poulterers sescssoverrsccescccccese 5 
Street Vendors and Hawkers cescecccccsesctvccscsces 9 
Bakers and Confectioners eeeseeeeeeseenoeeeeoseneaeeaeee8 7 


Fried Fish Shops @eeseevnvesneeneeeeeneeoeeaeosoeaaeeneeeeone 6 L3 
Miscellaneous Food @eeeeneeeaeseeososneeneeeeee02e02000208080 Ly 


Ice Cream PLeMiseS ceeeccscccccccvecceccsececseccese 6 
GYOCEVS cosccedaccccsescccescvscecccccccevccesecees 10 
Datmes andthe DistrabubOrs: eescscevcevaaecenosne 4 
ReESEEULPGRGS Meenas ee seseuedendcssoosennecrooneonere b) 


Slaught erhouses COKCK CEE SOOE ESOL ECO OS ESO DOSE OBES OLED 15 
Meat Inspection CROKSCO LOCALE CEO OREO EEOSOCEO EOE OE EES 4.82 
BULCHETS saatsdedadasaecsbenresateewescecsscconsasenn 30 
Licensed PremiseS cesccveccccesvcrscecccsccccarsece 10 


Places of Entertainment coccccvcccvccsccscvecercccs 2 
Hairdressers and Barbers ShopS ecccccccenccssevecce BL 
Abandoned Vehicles Poeseeceseceseceenseesenseseonse0@ 3 
Offensive TradeS covecvecccesescccvecescesvccensere 12 
Scrap Metal Dealers concccccscccssccccccccvsvccccce aL: 


TOTAL 4,584 


B9bSr=ns1Oon (196k = 2859 1965 - 4587 1966 = 5397 


It should be noted that only the primary purpose of each visit 
is recorded to give the monthly and annual Report statistics. Enquiry 
is often made on matters covered by several Acts of Parliament at one 
premises. 


e.g. A Slaughterhouse is also a "Factory", a food preparation 
premises, meat inspection is carried out there and of course rats, mice 
and flies etc., have to be kept down, In addition, regulations as to 
the prevention of cruelty have to be observed. 


COMPLAINTS AND NUISANCES 


346 complaints were entered in the Register, investigated ani 
dealt with (207 in 1966). 


The large increase in the number of complaints was due to the offensive 
smell emanating from the chimney stack of the poultry manure drying plant at 
Methwold Fen, which had commenced production of organic fertiliser in October, 
1966. In addition, 99 complaints were in connection with unsatisfactory 
drainage. 
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NOTICES SERVED 


The number of written notices other than Housing Act Notices 
served during the year was 56, classified as follows:- 
Informal | Statutory | Compliea | Complied with 
(Letters) with Notices served 
during previous 


yeers 


Housing Repairs 


Drainage and 
Sanitation 


Food Premises 
Miscellaneous 


Moveable Dwellings 
Totals 


In addition, verbal notice was sufficient in numerous cases to 
being about the improvements required, or to secure the abatement of 
nuisances. 


FOOD AND FOOD FREMISES 


(a) General 


Considerable attention was given to food hygiene; inspections 
were frequently made in conjunction with those under the Offices, Shops 
ete. Act. 


The conditions to be observed are specified in the Food Hygiene 
Regulations, 1960 and the Council's Clean Food Byelaws. Most of the 
shops in the area are attached to dwelling houses, and staff are allowed 
the use of the facilities at the house. As far as is known, all shops 
are provided with sinks and washbasins, and either cold water or hot and 
cold water as required, 


The County Council's staff made 43 inspections of school canteens 
at 15 schools in the area, and conditions were considered satisfactory.e 


At 3lst December, there were operating from within the District:- 


9 Fish and Chip Shops (including 2 mobile units) 
- 3 Bakehouses 
17 Butchers Shops 
4 Licensed Slaughterhouses 
6 Cafes 
55 Licensed Houses including 5 clubs 
90 General Food Shops 
4. Shops selling sweets and lemonade including 1 club 
2 Factory Canteens 
1 Chemist 
5 Mobile General Shops 
1 Flour Depot 
1 Bread and Confectionery Distribution Depot 


(b) Ice-cream 
5 new premises were registered, and 100 premises were selling ice- 


cream including fruit ices, all of it being prepared and pre-packed by the 
large companies. No manufacture of ice-cream is carried on in the District. 
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(c) Slaughterhouses 


Four private slaughterhouses were licensed and in use during the 
year, one each in the parishes of Stoke Ferry, Feltwell, Methwold and 
Stow Bridge. 


No meat was "exported" to other areas. At the end of the year 
the extensive outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease in the country necessitated 
extreme precautions throughout the District, but fortunately there were no 
outbreaks in the vicinity. 


(d) Slaughtermen 


At 3lst December, there were 22 licensed slaughtermen in the District. 


(e) Meat Inspection 


100% post mortem inspection of beef, mutton and pig carcasses was 
carried out, with occasional ante-mortem inspections. 


100% inspection by qualified personnel to a detailed code is now 
a legal requirement. The Council is authorised to make a charge for Meat 
Inspection Services, but no charge is madee In addition, no control on 
the hours of slaughter in the District has been imposed, as evening visits 
are generally confined to two a week. Again no tuberculosis was found in 
cattle, and no cases of cysticercosis. 


Only prime animals are slaughtered in this District. The incidence 
of disease found in larger slaughterhouses receiving cows and other animals, 
including emergency slaughter cases is, of course, very much higher. 
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Condemned Meat (Weight ) 


Beasts lbs. 
Head and Offal 566 
Carcass Meat - 

Pigs 
Head and Offal 1,478 
Carcass Meat 150 

Sheep 
Offal 29 
Carcass Meat - 

Total dp 223 lbs. 


(f) Condemned Food 


In addition to the fresh meat above, the contents of a deep freeze 
refrigerator were condemned owing to a breakdown, Also 869 lbs. of various 
meats and edible offals. 


(g) Registration of Premises for the Preparation of Sausages, etc. 


15 butchers’ premises were registered throughout the year, and it was 
not necessary to take any formal action. 


(h) Food Contamination 


Two complaints were received during the year. One related to mould 
in bread and the other to dirt in several lemonade bottles. No formal 
action was considered necessary. A close watch is kept on the composition 
of food by the County Council as Food and Drugs Authority, and regular 
reports are supplied to the Department, 


(i) Milk and Dairies 


This Council is responsible for the Registration of milk distributors 
based within the district only, and also of any premises used by them for 
the treatment, storage and distribution of milk. In all cases, milk is 
supplied from the large dairies, and the containers are unopened by the 
distributor. 


7 Distributors are registered and 3 dairies. 


Tests of milk from this Council's district taken by the County 
Council's staff in 1967 gave the following results:- 


Biological Sampling 


In all, 14 samples representing the 4 producer/retailers' supplies 
were submitted for biological examination and of these 13 proved satis- 
factory, the other being positive. The fall in the number of samples 
taken during the year is due to the fact that two of the producer/retailers 
ceased retailing "untreated milk." 


Methylene Blue Examinations (raw milk) 


6 samples were submitted ior this test and of these 4 were satis- 
factory and 1 failed the examination. 1 sample was void due to the fact 
that the overnight temperature during storage at the laboratory exceeded 


70°F , 
Methylene Blue Examinations (pasteurised milk) 


Of the 22 samples submitted for thist est, all proved satisfactory 
except 4 which were rendered void by the overnight temperature exceeding 


10°R 
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Phosphatase Examinations (pasteurised milk 

All 22 samples submitted for this test proved satisfactorye 
Turbidity Test (sterilised milk 

Two samples of milk submitted for this test proved satisfactory. 
OFFENSIVE TRADES 


There are no offensive trades within the meaning of the Public 
Health Act, 1936, operating in the District. 


MOVEABLE DWELLINGS 


The District still had the highest number of fully residential 
caravans in the County, according to a survey carried out during the first 
week in August - 207 which was 15 less than in 1966, It is hoped that this 
trend will continue as a caravan is considered to be a poor substitute for 
a permanent house. 


The relatively few holiday caravans were mainly occupied by fisher- 
men for short periods. Tents are often erected on river banks for short 
periods, but there are no permanent tented sites. 


li. site licences including renewals covering 19 caravans were issued 
during the year. Many occupied caravans are exempt from licencing, but a 
certain amount of trouble was experienced due to unauthorised sites being 
used e 


The Council's licence conditions are comprehensive, one set applying 
to sites of up to 5 caravans, and a more comprehensive set applying on sites 
above this numbere 


The largest sites are situated as follows:- 


Marham - 2 sites, one for 52 and one for 10 caravans 
Feltwell - 42 caravans 
Shouldham - 2 sites, one for 11 and one for 10 caravans. 


The licensed sites are generally clean and tidy, but inspections 
show thet conditions are not always observed, particularly in regard to 
fire precautions, The importance of this aspect is always emphasised. 
No prosecutions were necessary during the year. 
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HOUS ING 


(a) Housing Acts and Council Housing 


4. bungalows were completed during the year, and at the end of 
the year 40 were being constructed. During the year a ‘Grouped Homes' 
scheme for elderly people was prepared by the Council's Architects in 
co-operation with the Ministry of Housing and Local Government and Norfolk 
County Council. 12 one-bedroom and } two-bedroom units were envisaged on 
the site at Avenue Close, Hilgay. 


The clearance of unfit houses proceeded more slowly, and only 
8 families were rehoused from such houses. The results of action taken 
are recorded for each Parish in a table following. 


Bad housing and environmental conditions in the central areas 
of the Parishes of Hilgay and Wereham were discussed and the Council decided 
that the possibility of clearance and redevelopment in Hilgay should be 
examined. 


The lack of a water closet with the necessary drainage arrangements 
was recognised during the year as one of the grounds of unfitness of dwell- 
ing houses generally. 


126 Pre-war Council houses were modernised during the year by the 
addition of bath, lavatory basins and W.Cs., hot and cold water supplies, 
drainage systems and fuel stores. This completed the programme of modern- 
isation. 


8 Discretionary Grants were approved and 80 Standard Grants, 
figures for previous years being:- 


1962 =- 22 and 40 196% - 11 and 39 1966 - 12 and 56 
1963 - 10 and 41 1965 - 18 and 56 


(b) Rent Act, 1957 


No applications were received for Certificates of Disrepair and 
no applications for cancellation of existing Certificates. 


(c) Waiting List 


On 8th January, 1965 there were 666 individual applications for 
accommodation registered as against 498 in 1963 and 301 in 1955. 


51 applications, however, related to transfers by the Council 
house tenants to lerger or smaller accommodation. 106 applications were 
from people living outside the District. 


The Parishes of Denver, Wimbotsham and Stoke Ferry had most appli- 
cations in that order (67,62 and 57). 


(a) Summary of Council Dwellings at 3lst December, 1967 
Traditional Houses 


(a) Pre-war eeoeseeerseeesece 420 
Post-war ainislniran6 ma aimadg Oe 


Other Properties 
Downhen Market .csevscceses 6 
Stole Perry shacks ecceweace 3 (Cottages) 
Nordelph ssssscoencencvcene 2 (Cottages) 
DERVED scnacde wee cesbecene 9 (Cottages, 4. unoccupied) 
Barton Bendish sesececessve 6 (Cottages, 1 unoccupied) 
HECHWONG ‘Se suadednansioncs vie 8 (All flats) 


Totals 11,86 


(e) Private Enterprise Housing 


117 permanent houses and bungalows were completed during the year 
and 177 were under construction. Figures for 196-121 and 60, 1965-117 and 
149, 1966-116 and 76. 
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HOUSING ACT ACTION 


(f) lst January to 3lst December, 1967 
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Wiggenhall St. Germans...... 
Wigge St. Mary Magdalen,..... 


Totals: 
Figures for 1966 41 
-do- 1962 29 
-do- 1958 Be, 
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PUBLIC CLEANSING 


(a) Refuse Collection and Disposal 


The once fortnightly kerbside collection was continued throughout 
the District, the Dennis Paxit 2). cubeyard mechanical packing vehicle and 
the Karrier 25 and 18 cub.yard dual tipping vehicles being used. The 
smaller vehicle is used three days a week. All the vehicles were staffed 
by a driver/loader and two loaders. 


There were relatively few complaints about service, apart from 
the usual one that a weekly service is necessary. 


Partly controlled tipping was practiced the Fordson tractor 
shovel continued in use. Soil cover was carted to the tips situated at 
Wormegay, Fincham, Ten Mile Bank, Northwold, Methwold and Whittington, 

A report in April stressed the difficulties encountered in trying to carry 
out controlled tipping where the public have access to tips and the paper 
and package content is increasing. The replacement of the Council's 
tractor shovel will soon become a necessity. There were several trouble- 
some fires during the year, 


The Civic Amenities Act, 1967 became law during the year and 
Part III sets out a Code for the prevention of dumping of old car bodies 
and other bulky refuse. In 1968, the Council will be required to enforce 
this Code, which should help considerably to preserve the amenities of 
both town and countryside. 


(b) Pail Emptying 


Closets were emptied once weekly during the daytime in Parishes 
of Hilgay, Denver, Downham West and Fincham by two men using the Council's 
cesspool emptier. 


Most of the pail contents were disposed of on straw composting 
bays, and the rest was applied direct to arable land. 


(c) Cesspool Emptying 


The Council's 1,000 gallon cesspool emptying vehicle continued in 
service and was available two days a week for the ewptying of cesspools and 
the desludging of the Council's smaller sewage treatment plants. 


There was again an increase in the number of units serviced as a 
result of the provision of bathrooms and W.Cse in unsewered areas. 


No. of cesspools emptied: 


Year Tovey Transport Ltd. Council Total 


1960 250 1,08 638 
1961 1,66 S12 778 
1962 607 289 896 
1963 672 345 LOL7 
1964. 783 257 10,0 
1965 898 255 1153 
1966 resys 325 1356 
1967 L201 298 1499 
Sewage Plants and Special Tanks Emptied 
1960 - 95 93 
1961 2 58 60 
1962 t 76 cars 
1963 = 61 61 
196). = 69 69 
1965 = 110 110 
1966 - 114, LEA 
1967 5 133 138 


A flat rate of 12s.6d. is charged for the emptying of each 
cesspool. 
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The disposal of cesspool contents is mostly to arable farm land 
and refuse tips, and every effort is made to avoid nuisance arising. 


DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE 


The main sewage treatment plants at Southery and Feltwell and 
the Housing Site plants throughout the District were maintained regularly 
by your Surveyor's Department throughout the year and very satisfactory 
reports were received from the River Board. 


Work continued on the Denver and Hilgay Sewerage Schemes, and 
in March, the County Public Health Engineer submitted a preliminary report 
on the large Watlington/Wiggenhall's area scheme No.5, which was subsequently 
approved. The proposals for the Barton Bendish Village Scheme were approved 
by the Ministry and tenders were being invited at the end of the year. 


In November, the Downham Market Urban District Council pointed out 
that the town sewerage works were approaching design capacity and the 
question of enlargement was being considered. 


They were requested to consider receiving sewerage from the 
Wimbotsham and Broomhill areas, also from Stow Bardolph (all wards), Nordelph, 
Downham West and possibly Crimplesham if not included in this Council's 
scheme for Area 6 (Stoke Ferry etc.). 


The whole of the sewerage from Messrs. Barker Brothers' Phase IV 
development at Denver, part of which was in this Council's district, had 
already been accepted. 


Several houses were flooded in Sluice Road, Denver at different 
times during the year due to defects in the old surface water foul sewers 
and it appeared that some reconstruction would soon become necessary. 
Many blockages were temporarily cleared. 


The Council also agreed to contribute to a drainage scheme prepared 
by the County Council to alleviate the long standing flooding in Shouldhan, 
and the work was completed by the end of the year, 


Periodical cleansing of sewerage dykes to minimise nuisance was 
carried out, and extra sub-irrigation drains were installed on numerous 
troublesome septic tanks at Council Sites by your own staff, 


The Council also decided that in certain cases grants under Sec. 
47 of the Public Health Act, 1936 would be payable to persons connecting 
earth closets to water closets in several areas, 


PETROLEUM ACTS 
Close supervision is maintained in regard to the maintenance of 


safe conditions at Petrol Filling Stations, both public and private, in the 
District. 150 premises were licenced, including 4.3 licenced to sell retail. 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948 - SECTION 50 
No burials were carried out by the Council during the year. 


THE DISEASES OF ANIMALS (WASTE FOOD) QRDER, 1957 


Administration of this Order is delegated to the Council by the 
County Council. 


Only 1 person was collecting swill as far as is known. Proper 


sterilisation of this swill is highly important in preventing the spread 
of Animal disease. 
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OPEN ATR SWIMMING POOL, WAR MEMORIAL PLAYING FIEID, DOWNHAM MARKET 


There were no complaints of smell or eye irritation etc. arising 
from the normal use of the pool during the season and generally the water 
was maintained in a clear and sparkling condition. Small quantities of an 
algicidal/bactericidal compound were added at long intervals, and no algal. 


troubles were experienced. 


THE ANIMAL BOARDING ESTABLISHMENTS ACT, 1963 

This Act requires any person keeping a boarding establishment for 
cats or dogs to obtain a licence from the Local Authority. The licence 
must specify such conditions as will ensure hygienic conditions, adequate 
supplies of food and drink and protection against fire or other emergency. 


Four establishments (at Methwold, Stoke Ferry, Marham and Runcton 
Holme) were licenced during the yeare licences expire at the end of the 
year to which they relate. 


THE SCRAP METAL DEALERS ACT, 1964 


All dealers trading in the District and their premises have to be 
registered with the Council, and registration is for periods of up to three 
yearse 


At the end of the year there were 11 registrations in force, 


THE OFFICES SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES ACT, 1963 


This Act makes provision for the safety, health and welfare of persons 
employed in shops, offices and railway premises. The requirements of the 
Act follow closely those of the Factories Act and include provisions relating 
to cleanliness, overcrowding, temperature, lighting, sanitary conveniences, 
washing facilities, drinking water, seats, safety of machinery, first aid and 
fire precautions. 


. By reason of the diverse business activities carried on in this district, 
a large number of premises come under the supervision of the Factories Inspector. 
In addition, many businesses are outside control because they are family affairs. 
The domestic facilities at adjoining houses are usually at the disposal of shop- 
workers. 
4.0 visits were made under the Act. 


At 3lst December, the Position was as follows:- 
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TABLE A Class i Oe sac Ss of rot St nna of 
REGISTRATIONS premises |Number of | registered 
AND registered} registered | premises 
GENERAL during the}premises at|/receiving a 
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TABLE C 


ANALYSIS OF 
PERSONS EMPLOYED 
IN REGISTERED 
PREMISES BY 
WORKPLACE 


Wholesale departments, 
warehouses 


Fuel Storage Depots 


Class of workplace Number of persons employed 
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Retail Shops 118 


ht 
fo 


Catering establishments 
open to the public 


Total Males ue 
a a 
Total Females | 106 


The response to letters requiring compliance with various 
provisions of the Act was good, and it was not necessary to recommend any 


formal action. 
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WATER SUPPLIES 
(a) Main Piped Supplies 


General 


The District is well served by water mains, and the number of 
properties not able to have mains water is now very low. Quite a large 
number, however, are supplied by standpipes, and many terraces have joint 
standpipes. The policy of the Council is to require water to be provided 
in pipes inside the house whenever reasonable and practicable. 


The Wisbech and District Water Board were responsible for two 
sources of supply to the Rural District viz., the northern half from the 
River Nar and bore at Marham and the southern half from the bore at Denton 
Lodge, Feltwell. 


I am indebted to the Board's Engineer and Manager, Mr. C. Llanwarne, 
BsSce Teche, AsMI.C.E., A.M IW.E., for the following information: 


Water Analyses 1967 + Rural District of Downham 


Frequent bacteriological examinations have been undertaken during 
1967 on samples from the Board's sourceworks and the distribution system 
in this area. The results have been of a very high standard. Many 
chemical analyses have also been carried out, 


All new mains were sterilised, samples taken and bacteriological 
examinations made before the mains were put into service. No connections 
were permitted until the water in the mains was of the highest standard of 


There were no cases of contamination of the water supply in Downham 
Rural District during 1967. 


WISBECH AND DISTRICT WATER BOARD 
Water Analyses 1967 - Rural District of Downham 


SUMMARY OF EXAMINATIONS AND ANALYSES 


Samples Taken Bacteriological Examinations Chemical Analyses 
Board's Works Nos of No. of Noe of 
Tests Tests Tests 


Taken Negative Positive 


Raw Waters 262 2).3 19 
Treated Waters 851 851 - 
Taps (Consumers) 172 72 ~ 
Totals 1,285 1,266 19 174. 


Total of all examinations and analyses = 1,459. 


Out of the total of treated water samples and samples taken from 
consumers! taps 100% were negative on examination for organisms of the 
coliform group. This represents a continued very high standard of bacterial 
purity. 


J.S. COLLINS, 
Chemist and Bacteriologist. 


26th March, 1968. 
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WISBECH AND DISTRICT WATER BOARD 
WATER EXAMINATION LABORATORY 
ANALYSIS OF WATER SAMPLE 
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 


Appearance Clear and Bright Ee ee Oe 2 Oe ee ae ne ene 
Turbidity (units) ee Ccoeigen: 2 e 
Colour (Hazen units) Nil... eM oa ey oro nercseniniuinet erections 


ree carborr GLOx ei cscs Pie... JOLsabh ee 0) or 
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hrs. at 27°C 0.10 — Calcdum (Ca) 0 DLO amma 
ONCE Glee 2 lee 45 6/4 tt aie a ) PO aw 
PMMA MEETS GEN cocaine 0,02 Magnesium (Mg) Bee id 
Ree EEO BEN saci 10,0. Manganese (Mn) LL SEES EAR eae 
PCS TEGO RO a cttucananainan Mad oo) a ee 
Alkalinity as CaCO, mmm 2 Sedium' (ia) «J Not examined 
Hardness as Ca00, : bea) ar 5 2 eee 
Fp Oh hier tcl serene ci ae Se OS) MO a nacsimrernn 
Carbonate (temporary) 210 Sulphate ($0, ).0 BBO 
Non-carbonate (permanent) Dcoetiois:, * Carbonate (C0,) 26 
rere CMOS i cinsindewctocaen 0.65. (chloride (G1)... I aN 
Total solids, dried at 180°C 39h, Fluoride (F) 0.02 


BACTERIOLOGICAL RESULTS 


Number of bacteria growing on agar per ml. in 2) hours at [ns on eae 


Number of bacteria growing on agar per ml. in 72 hours at 20°-22°C 5 
Coliform count per 100 ml. ) 


REPORT The above results indicate a water pure and wholesome in character. 
It is suitable both chemically and bacteriologically as a public supply for 
drinking and domestic purposes. 
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WISBECH AND DISTRICT WATER BOARD 
WATER EXAMINATION LABORATORY 


ANALYSIS OF WATER SAMPLE 
Received. 1 Deme. 14th December, 1967... ................ Lebe Noe 091987, 
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Colour (Hazen units) Nil «Taste. ono 


Vera Cewbeweanaernasseeratesteteunnseaeresstnsaeaamreernsuratny nad inreneuesntersarsaerntese austere” 


CHEMICAL RESULTS IN PARTS PER MILLION 


Free carbon Gi0xbde nnn 13.9... Aluminium (Al) Ee, eae 
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hrs, at. 27°C0,06. Calcium (Ca). 6808 
Ammoniacal nitrogen nn wt 3 Teeni(Fe) nts. J 
Albuminoid nitrogen smn Nil. Magnesium (Mg) 226 
Mitreateimitrogeme. | iliac ce Manganese (Mn) ENON See aera 
Me teipetmitrogeml.c00 ji me)... co. Cn oe. ee 
Allcelinity 25 CaCO i Een Sodium (Na)... hot Seneee 
Hardness as Ca00,: gemet(an) ot Me 
SC ne: a CLE C5 a ee 
Carbonate (temporary). | ae Sulphate (S0,) ae 
Non-carbonate (permanent) i saenoa Carbonate (COs) 99 
Residual Chlorine. cen Sat Ghilomide (Cl) 13.0... 
Total solids, dried at 180°C. 248 Flusrade (fF)... ss 
BACTERIOLOGICAL RESULTS 
Number of bacteria growing on agar per ml. in 24 hours at 37° _O . 


Number of bacteria growing on agar per ml. in 72 hours at 20°+22%C 72 


re ene See eee eee eee ee eee 
Ae erwea acne sebsetnerametenegatonncree: 


REPORT The above results indicate a water pure and wholesome in character, 
which will be suitable after precautionary chlorination as a public supply 
for drinking snd domestic purposes. 
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SMALL WATER SUPPLIES 


Three samples were taken for bacteriological examination during the 
year, and 2 proved satisfactory. In the third case the result was very 
unsatisfactory, and arrangements were quickly made for a mains supply to be 
made available. Advice and assistance was given to several more people in 
matters concerning such supplies. 


No samples of well water used for infant feeding were sampled for 
nitrate content during the year by the County Public Health Department. 


FACTORIES ACT, 1961 


Particulars on the Administration of the Act. 
Paxt I of the Act 


Le INSPECTIONS for oses of provisions as to health (includi 
inspections made by Public Health Inspectors). 
Premises | Number jInspections|Number of jOccupiers 
(1) on (3) Written |Prosecuted 
egister Notices (5) 
(2) 4, 


(i) Factories in which Sections 1, 
2, 3, 4% and 6 are to be enforced 
by Local Authorities. 


Factories not included in (i) 
in which Section 7 is enforced 
by the Local Authority. 


Other Premises in which Sec. 7 
is enforced by the Local 
Authority (excluding out- 
workers! premises). (These are 
building sites). 


26 Eight premises did not comply with the Act. Four premises were 
cleansed, and in two other cases measures to comply were being taken, 


3. Part VIII of the Act 

Fourteen outworkers were known to be employed in the District. 
he The District Council is mainly concerned with the enforcement of 
the law relating to sanitary conveniences at Factories in which mechanical 
power is utilised, although general powers are provided under the Public 
Health Acts and Food and Drugs Acts to deal with certain conditions at 
Factories, and in relation to infectious disease, 


REGISTERED COMMON LODGING HOUSES 


There are none in the District. 


CLEAN AIR ACT, 1956 


No formal action was taken during the year. 


DESTRUCTION OF PESTS 
(a) Rats ond Mice 
The Council employs one Rodent Operator who is provided with a small 


van and the necessary equipment. A lock-up store is provided for poisons 
and bait. 
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The Council is charged with the duty of ensuring that owners end 
occupiers keep their land free of rats and mice. Whilst free treatment or 
advice was given at domestic premises, a charge of 10s. per hour was made at 
18 business and 26 agriculturel premises. 


517 separate treatments were carried out and 2110 visits were made 
during the year. 


(b) Other Pests 


The refuse tips were treated regularly with insecticide against fly 
and cricket infestations, and private premises were occasionally treated for 
cockroach, flea, ant and silverfish infestations. 


Fifty-four wasps nests were also destroyed. 


G.S. SENNITT, 
Senior Public Health Inspector. 
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